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WATER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 
COLORADO  RIVER  DRAINAGE 
April  1, 


The  snow-melt  season  discharge  of  the  Colorado  River  into 
Lake  Mead  -'ill  probably  be  the  largest  for  any  year  since 
Hoover  Dam  was  completed.    Snow  water  contents  measured 
on  practically  all  courses  in  Colorado  and  Utah  are  at  a 
record  high0    Somewhat  less  snow  has  occurred  on  the  Green 
River  watershed  in  Wyoming  and  at  lower  elevations  in  New 
Mexico „    Soil  moisture  conditions  throughout  the  Upper 
Basin  are  described  as  very  good© 

From  Arizona  after  a  series  of  dry  years  it  is  reported 
that  with  the  exception  of  the  Gila  River  drainage  there 
is  more  water  stored  on  this  date  than  for  any  previous 
year  of  record,,    Additional  runoff  is  expected  from 
existing  snow  cover.    Stream  flow  as  of  April  1  was 
measured  as  3830  second-feet  for  the  Salt  River,  1110  for 
the  Tonto  and  U6l*0  for  the  Verde*   


COLORADO  RIVER  AND 
TRIBUTARIES  IN  COLORADO 

Snow  water  contents  measured  on  the  Upper  Colorado  River  watershed  in  Colorado 
range  from  1^0  to  200  percent  of  normal  as  of  this  date.    Record  high  snow 
fall  has  occurred  in  most  areas0    Snow  cover  in  all  areas  is  well  above  April  1, 
1931o    In  January  and  February  snow  had  fallen  in  the  valley  areas  accumulating 
to  unusual  depths  at  relatively  loitf  elevations.    As  a  result  of  this  snow  melt 
soil  moisture  conditions  are  very  good  in  all  areas  of  the  western  slope  of 
Colorado,    Stream  flow  is  now  slightly  above  normal.    Storage  in  principal 
reservoirs  is  similar  to  a  year  ago. 

In  respect  to  normal,  snow  cover  on  major  tributaries  to  the  Colorado  River  in 
Colorado  is  as  follows:    Colorado  River  above  Glenwood  Springs  15U  percent  of 
normal,  Roaring  Fork        percent,  Gunnison  17U  percent,  San  Juan  173  percent, 
Animas  239  percent,  ^ampa  lU8  percent  and  White  15k  percent.    Snow  cover  in  the 
Grand  Mesa  area  is  about  160  percent  of  normal a 

COLORADO  RIVER 
TRIBUTARIES  IN  UTAH 

Seasonal  snow  water  accumulation  on  the  Utah  tributaries  of  the  Colorado  is 
also  very  much  above  normal,  particularly  on  the  streams  in  southern  Utah, 
On  the  Duchesne  and  Green  River  snow  water  content  is  about  130  percent  of 
normal.    On  the  Price,  San  Rafael  and  Virgin  Rivers  snow  water  contents  are  200 
percent  of  normal.    Soil  moisture  conditions  in  irrigated  areas  are  described 
as  good, 

GREEN  RIVER  IN  WYOMING 

The  snow  cover  on  the  Green  River  in  Wyoming  is  less  than  for  other  Upper 
Colorado  tributaries  at  120  percent  of  normal.    The  mountains  to  the  west  of 
the  river  have  relatively  higher  snow  water  content  than  for  the  Continental 
Divide  to  the  east.    Soil  moisture  conditions  are  reported  as  good  and  stream 
flow  above  normal. 


COLORADO  RIVER 
TRIBUTARIES  IN  ARIZONA 


With  the  exception  of  the  Gila  iliver  Drainage  area,  the  watersheds  of  the 
State  have  more  snow  stored  water  for  this  time  of  year  than  any  previous 
year  of  record.    Snow  depths  on  the  Salt  River  Drainage  range  from  h  to  lj§ 
feet,  and  contain  up  to  17  inches  of  water.    Low  elevation  courses  on  this 
drainage  are  now  running  off  rapidly,    A  late  Spring  has  delayed  this  snow 
melt.    However,  during  the  last  week  the  rivers  have  risen  sharply. 

The  Verde  River  Drainage  is  storing  between  7  and  12  inches  of  water  above 
the  7000-foot  level.    Slopes  below  this  elevation  are  melting  very  rapidly. 

The  Gila  River  watershed  is  practically  bare  of  snow.    However,  the  soil 
moisture  conditions  are  very  good.    Runoff  from  this  watershed  will  bo  con- 
siderably below  normal o 

It  is  expected  that  the  reservoirs  on  the  Verde  River  will  fill  by  the  middle 
of  April,  and  it  is  forecast  that  the  Salt  River  Reservoirs  will  near  90 
percent  of  capacity  by  the  end  of  June, 


WATER  CONTENT  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  WATERSHEDS  OF 
PLATTE, ARKANSAS, UPPER  COLORADO  AND  RIO  GRANDE  BASINS 
BASED  ON  SNOW  SURVEYS  MADE  APPROXIMATELY  FIRST   DAY  OF  MONTH 

In  Percent  of  Normal 
April  1,  1952 
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Federal  -  State  -  Private 
COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Furnishes  the  basic  data 
necessary  for  forecasting 
water  supply  for  irrigation, 
domestic  and  municipal  water 
supply,  hydro-electric  power 
generation,  navigation, 
mining  and  industry 


"WATER  IS  THE  WEST'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE" 


